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population, fast going downhill, should be a matter of international concern. For the first time after
Independence, the country has reached a zero growth rate. There have been such an all-round deterioration-
ecomomic, social, cultural, political, educational and even moral-that this country with a so-called glorious
cultural heritage is now being called the 'Sick Man of Asia'. While the plight of the Untouchables and tribals,
forming one-third of the country's population, and the other Backward Classes has dipped to rock bottom, the
other 10% of the elitist population is enjoying unprecedented prosperity monopolising the whole gamut of day-
to-dayactivity. And yet the whole mass of humanity in this subcontinent has shown no sign of unrest-let alone a
desire to better its lot. The country looks a picture of contentment and perfect peace. This is the wonder of all
wonders at a time when country after country is getting liberated indramatic sequence. About The Author:- V. T
.Rajshekar ,in full Vontibettu Thimmappa Rajshekar, also known as V.T.Rajshekar Shetty, (born 1932) is
thefounderand editor of the Dalit Voice, which has been described in a release by Human Rights Watch as
"India's most widely circulated Dalit journal". He is himself not a Dalit, he is the son of late P.S.Thimmappa
Shetty, who retired as the Collector of South Kanara District. He is from well-known Vontibettu Beedu family
belonging to the higher caste Bunt community. A Graduate of Madras university and author of over 20 books,
translated into many languages, worked for 20 years for leading English language dailies, considered one of
India's rare original thinkers, he has attempted to combine the essentials of Marxism and the Philosophy of the
late Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, a prominent advocate of the...
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