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present age has been preeminently productive of striking results, and its spirit has been displayed in almost
numberless variety of forms to the high admiration of the civilized world. Valleys have been raised, mountains
leveled, cleft, or tunneled, highways constructed, and machinery so applied and propelled, that velocity has
virtually contracted greatly both space and time, and has made travel, which was once so difficult and
wearisome, only pastime. The winds and the waters have been brought into new relations, and so made to
perform in almost all the departments of labor, with exactitude and dispatch, what before had been thought to
be impossibilities. The lightning has been sent obediently along a net-work of wires to distant places, enabling
us to converse, as if face to face, friend with friend, in any part of the land; and what is still more gratifying, and
a ground of higher admiration is, that the present age has been productive of a more full and complete
knowledge of the human mind, its necessities, and the best methods of supplying them. The mind is immortal,
but the material substance is perishable; the one is the subject of enjoyment, the other a condition of it only; the
one is the mistress, the other her servant; the one a cause, self-moving, self-controlling, the source of beauty,
truth, justice, and goodness; the other an effect only. Understanding is a well-spring of life, the foundation and
frame-work of civilized society. The good we do men, however great,...
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