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ernments security clearance process, and Im sure that government contractors, whose applications for
clearances were cut oE three weeks ago, will agree. Todays hearing is on the progress made by the OEice of
Personnel Management ( OMP ), the Defense Security Services ( DSS ), and the OEice of Management and
Budget ( OMB ) in attacking the backlog of security clearance applications since we started our oversight. In
addition, we will also discuss the unilateral decision by DSS to stop accepting security clearance applications
from contractors on April 28, 2006. I strongly believe this particular action illustrates the governments lack of
stra-tegic vision to identify problems today that will create bottlenecks in Federal pro-grams in the future.
Certainly I am pleased that DSS submitted its reprogramming request to Con-gress to transfer nearly 91 million
to fund contractor applications for the remain-der of fiscal year 2006, in time for this hearing. However, its
troubling that con-tractor applications were stopped even though there was money to fund the pro-gram, and
DSS knew as early as January that additional funds were needed for the remainder of the fiscal year. I reviewed
Mr. Rogalskis statement, and I was heartened by his candid admission that DSS has diEiculties in forecasting
funding and projecting clearance needs. I was also pleased to learn that DSS is taking immediate steps to
address the inter-ruption in accepting contractor applications and is looking at long term solutions. However,
had the...
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