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CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on
demand. Paperback. 210 pages. Dimensions: 9.0in. x 6.0in. x 0.5in.This book will take the reader on a word trip
back through the recreational landscape of early America. Along the way, he or she will encounter such
colorful characters as Blatz the Human Fish, Dinner Pail McNutt, Big-eared Zip, Sparrow (a vaudeville
performer who would catch ripe pumpkins with his face) and a fast-talking medicine showman who would cure
corns right through a country bumpkins shoes with a secret ingredient - gasoline! From the gleaming gold-and-
silver stream of the great circus street parades to the pounding of the tambourines of the raucous minstrel
shows, the sights and sounds of our countrys early entertainment were filled to the brim with a restless energy.
Annie Oakley, the Christy Minstrels, the Boston Bird Man, Slick and Sleepy and all the rest will rise from the dusty
pages of history and live again for a few golden moments. The reader will meet some of the greatest men and
women of our time who stepped into our view on the platforms and stages that our country built to amuse
itself. Carrie Nation, Booker T. Washington, and Presidents Grant, Garfield, Hayes, McKinley and Taft all strode
proudly across the Chautauqua stage. Each one left footprints that would lead thousands of Americans toward
new frontiers of thought. Buffalo Bill Cody, William Jennings Bryan, P. T. Barnum and a legion of other famous
people, turned their efforts toward entertaining their fellow countrymen. Mixed in among these great names
are those of the entertainers who didnt exactly carve a deep notch in history. Like Fleury, for example, the
vaudeville showman who painted a face on his stomach. At the end of his act, he would flip up...
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