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of the antidote should be explained by him in a manner satisfying the demands of science, and at the same
time within the grasp of the intelligent, moderately educated layman. When the latter, in a case of pressing
emergency and in the absence of medical aid, is called upon to administer a potent drug in heroic doses, the
aggregate of which would be attended by serious consequences in the absence of the deadly ophidian virus, an
intelligent insight alone into the process he is about to initiate will give him that decision and promptitude of
action, on the full exercise of which on his part it may depend whether, within a few hours, a valuable and to
him probably dear life will be saved or lost.
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