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illustrated. 1854 Excerpt: ... TBEATMENT OF DECAY, STOPPING THE TEETH, ETC. The manner in which cariesof
the teeth propagates itself, by exciting inflammation in the adjacent bone has been explained: its progress from
the surface of the bone towards the interior of the tooth will be certain, unless it is arrested by proper
treatment. In other parts of the system, if a portion loses its vitality, there is always an effort made to throw it
off, an increased action in the vessels of the surrounding parts is excited for this purpose and the end is
generally successfully accomplished. In the tooth a similar effort is made, but what proves remedial in parts
possessing more vital power, has an opposite effect here, and only serves to increase the mischief. The
inflammation excited in the surrounding bone results in the loss of its vitality, and it now in its turn begins to act
as an irritating body. Hence it is evident that the speedy and complete excision of the diseased portion is the
only means of cure. If this is resorted to at a proper stage of the disease--namely, before it has reached the
nerve in the centre of the tooth--it will be effectual in arresting its progress. And here | would caution my
readers against the notion too commonly entertained, that stopping the tooth cures decay. There are
preparations sold for stopping the teeth, purporting to possess some quality capable of arresting this disease,
and the idea is common, that...
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