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Original publisher: Washington, D. C. : U. S. Dept. of Agriculture, Economic Research Service, 2006 OCLC
Number: (OCoLC)68463514 Subject: Crops -- Genetic engineering -- United States. Excerpt: . . . Insect-resistant
crops contain a gene from the soil bacterium Bacillus thuringiensis ( Bt ) that produces a protein toxic to
specific insects. Acreage shares for Bt cotton and corn are lower than those for HT soybeans and cotton, and
adoption is more concentrated in areas with a high level of infestation of targeted pests ( insect infestation
varies much more widely across locations than does weed infestation ). Farmers planted Bt cotton to control
tobacco budworm, bollworm, and pink bollworm on 52 percent of U. S. cotton acreage in 2005. Bt corn,
originally developed to control the European corn borer, was planted on 35 percent of corn acreage in 2005, up
from 24 percent in 2002. The recent increase in acreage share may be largely due to the commercial
introduction in 2003 04 of a new Bt corn variety that is resistant to the corn rootworm, a pest that may be even
more destructive to corn yield than the European corn borer ( Comis ). Other GE crops planted by U. S. farmers
over the past 10 years include HT canola, virus-resistant papaya, and virus-resistant squash ( table 2). In addi-
tion, Bt potato varieties were introduced in 1996 but withdrawn from the market after the 2001 season, and a
tomato variety genetically engineered to remain on the vine longer and ripen to full flavor after harvest was
intro-duced in 1994 but was withdrawn from the market after being available sporadically for several years. U.
S. Farmers Expect To Profit From Adopting GE Crops According to...
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